








History of 
St. Maarten/ St. Martin 


Close to 500 years ago, an Italian sea captain 
financed by Spanish royalty went looking for 
new lands to conquer, if not to conquer, at least 
to claim. He found a vast amount of unex- 
pected real estate, as history has so often 
recited, and it was he who named this island 
St. Martin. Whether Christopher Columbus 
landed here, anchored here or merely sailed 
past, he literally put this 37 square miles of 
mountain top on the map. 

Sint Maarten (Dutch spelling) or Saint Mar- 
tin (French, Spanish, Italian, English spelling) 
was named for St. Martin of Tours on whose 
feast day, November 11, 1493, Columbus first 
saw these white sand shores. The island name, 
incidentally, is generally pronounced in the 
English manner, simply St. Martin. St. Martin 
of Tours, for those who might be curious, lived 
from 330 to 397, was a bishop, a missionary 
and father of monasticism in Gaul. He was one 
of the most revered saints of Western Europe, 
one of the first persons not a martyr to be 
publicly venerated as a saint. 


The Indians were here first. . . 

When Columbus sailed these seas, St. Martin 
was populated, if populated at all, by Arawak 
or Carib Indians. 

The Arawaks were subjugated by the warlike 
Carib Indians from South America a short time 
before the arrival of the Spanish who followed 
in Columbus’ wake. The English word canni- 
bal, we note in passing, is derived from an 
Arawak word which referred to the Caribs. 

The Arawaks were a relatively cultured peo- 
ple who introduced agriculture, fashioned 
pottery and whose social organization was 
headed by hereditary chieftans who derived 
their power from personal deities called zemis. 


The Caribs, on the contrary, concentrated on 
warfare. They killed and ate the Arawak men, 
then married the Arawak women. How the 
Arawak women felt about that is not recorded, 
but it is interesting to note that the surviving 
language was Arawak. 


Then came the Spanish. . . 

As the Spanish conquered each island, they 
rounded up its Indians and put them to work. 
By 1550, a few Arawaks remained on Cuba and 
Trinidad. The Caribs’ territory was not com- 
pletely conquered until the mid-—seventeenth 
century when most of them perished in the 
struggle between the French, English, Dutch, 
Danes and Spanish for control of the West 
Indies. 

The Spaniards introduced the first Negro 
slaves to the area in the sixteenth century but 
the main influx of Negro slaves took place in 
the eighteenth century with the development of 
sugar plantations by the French. Slavery was 
abolished in the first half of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, whereupon the British imported Chinese 
and East Indians to take the place of the slaves. 
Thus, these islands are peopled by a mixture of 
Amer-Indian, African, Asian and European 
peoples. West Indian cultures are, conse- 
quently, exceedingly rich and varied, and can 
scarcely be matched in other parts of the world. 


Who lives on St. Maarten/St. 


Martin now? 

The population of some 41,000 persons 
(21,000 on the Dutch side, 20,000 on the French 
side), is composed of natives of the island, 
Antillean Dutch and Holland Dutch, French, 
East Indian, emigrants from other islands such 
as Haiti, Dominica, St. Kitts, Anguilla, and 


THIS IS OUR ISLAND IN THE SUN .. . St. Maarten/St. Martin from the air. 











Japanese, Germans, Chinese, Italians and 
North Americans plus a smattering of English. 
The majority of the people speak at least two 
languages. 


Ship Ahoy! Pirates in the Bay! 

In the mid-sixteenth century pirates, priva- 
teers and smugglers were attracted by the 
increasing volume of shipping, especially since 
cargoes included Mexican or Peruvian silver. 
Spanish defenses, although extensive, could not 
prevent all raiding in so large an area. Sir John 
Hawkins, Sir Francis Drake, Sir Henry Morgan 
and William Dampier were among the English 
buccaneers; at the same period the Dutch ‘‘Sea 
Beggers’’ (Geuzen) and French Huguenot pri- 
vateers were active. As for the Americans, col- 
onists there found it difficult to form a new 
navy during the American Revolution because 
over 1,000 privateers were licensed in that 
country. Privateering, theoretically abolished 
in 1856 by the Declaration of Paris, was elimi- 
nated only in the twentieth century at the Sev- 
enth Hague Convention by the states’ assump- 
tion of full responsiblity for all armed merchant 
ships. 

So much for three centuries of ‘‘Yo ho, my 
hearties’’ and ‘‘Fifteen men on a dead man’s 
chest’? . . . rumors of buried treasure on St. 


Martin persist to this day but if any has been 


found, the finder’s keeping and not telling. The 
word buccaneer, by the way, comes from the 
French word boucan. French privateers smoked 
their meat on grills called boucans, thus the 
appelation. In another French translation, bou- 
can means noisy — they no doubt were. 


The warring nations. . . 

Privateering, smuggling and piracy were con- 
doned, even encouraged, by the various nations 
fighting for control of the Caribbean (note the 
knighting of several English privateers). 
England, Spain, Portugal, Denmark, the 
Netherlands and France island-hopped by 
means of naval attacks; control of the seas was 
the name of the game. Between 1630 and 1648, 
the Dutch seized Curacao, Saba, St. Eustatius 
and St. Martin, all valuable as trading and 
smuggling depots. The French, whose Com- 
pagnie des Isles d’Amerique was formed in 
1635, began its joint rule of this island in 1648 
(for the previous fifteen years, Spain had con- 
trolled the island except for a period of two 
years from 1631 to 1633 when the Dutch were in 
power). A breakdown of periods of rule by The 
Netherlands, England and France gives you a 
good idea of the tempo of the times; St. Martin 
was under Dutch rule seven times between 1631 
and 1816, for as short a period as ten days and 
for as long a period as 180 years plus. 








History of 
St. Maarten/St. Martin 


(continued) 


The English seized control three times during 
these years for periods of 10 months in 1781, 
one year and eight months from 1801 to 1802 
and six years from 1810 to 1816. 

The French governed the entire island four 
times between 1672 and 1801. St. Martin was 
“‘ownerless’’? for 13 years and three months, 
from January 27, 1690 to April 10, 1703. 

The Dutch have been on (and off) St. Martin 
since 1631, and it was here that Peter Stuyve- 
sant lost his leg while unsuccessfully attacking 
the then controlling Portuguese forces. The 
scene of the battle was Little Bay hill and legend 
has it that Stuyvesant landed his ships in the 
bay beyond, Cay Bay, then led his men up Cay 
Bay Hill in a surprise attack on the Portuguese 
at Fort Amsterdam. Despite Stuyvesant’s sub- 
sequent necessity for a wooden leg, he went to 
America where he governed Nieuw Amsterdam 
before the British took it and renamed it New 
York. 


The patroons and chevaliers. . . 

Early settlers depended on tobacco as their 
main cash crop and employed European labor 
recruited either by indenture or by penal sen- 
tences. Both proved inadequate and by the 
middle of the seventeenth century the small 
landholders were departing and most island 
planters turned to sugar as the most profitable 
pursuit and to West African slaves as the only 
form of labor available in sufficient quantity. 
Such production necessitated the use of consid- 
erable acreage, therefore comparatively large 


estates came into being. Negro slaves were 
imported by the numbers and soon exceeded 
the small population of European planters, 
overseers, merchants and professional men. 
The growth of trade in sugar, rum and slaves 
and the mounting value of sugar duties made 
the possession of West Indian territory a chief 
aim of European colonial powers. Every major 
European war of the eighteenth century was 
reflected in heavy fighting in the Caribbean and 
every peace treaty included transfers of West 
Indian islands. 

West Indian prosperity was adversely affected 
in the nineteenth century by the competition of 
cheap sugar from other parts of the world, and 
by the abolition of slavery (abolished on both 
sides on St. Martin by April 27, 1848). For the 
West Indian territories, the nineteenth century 
was by and large a period of impoverishment 
and neglect. 

But — then came the airplane and, bless 
them, the tourists. 

Indian, pirates, slaves, affluence and pov- 
erty, war... St. Maarten/St. Martin has seen 
them all. Her peoples have endured, have come 
up smiling, not inanely smiling but courteously 
smiling, smiling with dignity, smiling with 
pride. Two governments guide 37 square miles 
in peace. Thousands of visitors arrive annually 
from all over the world. In its own quiet way, 
St. Martin/St. Maarten, the Friendly Isle, has 
found its place in the sun. 


Welkom, bienvenue, welcome! 
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THE 

POST OFFICE- 
COURT HOUSE 
IN PHILIPSBURG 
.a landmark 

on Front Street 

' in the heart of town. 
‘ j Many a tourist 
first saw its 
picture in the 
National Geographic; 
P in fact, 
tis ’ "Ties iil | a few years back 
when repairs 

and renovations 

were being made, 

one visitor insisted, 

“*But you can’t change it, 
” say it’s been in National Geographic!”’ 
— She was assured that the structure 
would remain the same. 








POINTE BLANCHE . .. turn to the right when 
you’ve reached the end of Front Street and 
you’ll be going toward Pointe Blanche, the 
farthest south-west point on the island. The 
A.C. Wathey Pier provides moorage for ships 
. (including cruise ships, cargo ships and fishing 


boats from the Far East). At Blanche Bay and 
the Devil’s Cupper inlets you’ll be looking out 
to the Channel of St. Barthelemy, better known 
as St. Barth’s. You can also see St. Eustatius 
(Statia) and maybe Nevis and St. Kitts. 








PRINCESS JULIANA AIRPORT, named for 
Queen Beatrix’s mother, the former queen, is 
the first sight seen by most visitors. The well- 
designed jet strip has been the scene of many a 
landing from Piper Cub to the famed Con- 
corde. The airport terminal has been enlarged 
several times and with plans well underway for 
another expansion the above photo will soon 
become obsolete. More than 800,000 people per 
year pass through Juliana Airport which is 
regularly served by American Airlines, Eastern 
Airlines, Pan-American Airlines, Air Guade- 
loupe, Winair, Prinair and LIAT as well as 
dozens of charter planes and private planes 
from here, there and everywhere. 


SHERATON MULLET BAY BEACH HOTEL 
_ ..St. Maarten’s largest, a remarkable complex 
of condominium apartments and villas, Mullet 
Bay boasts the island’s only golf course and it’s 
a beauty. Although Sheraton Mullet Bay can 
accommodate hundreds of people at one time, 
the design of the complex gives the tourist a 
choice of privacy or togetherness. Built in the 
late 1960’s, its beach is a fine stretch of pale 
sand. Several restaurants, shops, tennis courts, 
and casino add to its appeal. It has been said 
that one can find everything one desires at 
Sheraton Mullet Bay what with the ocean, 
lagoon, swimming pools, boats, and sporting 
facilities not to mention a grocery store and 
beauty shop . . . impossible to show all in one 
picture, herewith beach and part of the hotel. 





THE GREAT SALT POND in Philipsburg... 
no longer ‘‘farmed’’ for its salt, the Great Salt 
Pond was once a most important source of rev- 
enue. Salt was collected from this pond, and 
from smaller ponds in Grand Case and other 
areas until well into the twentieth century. Flat 
boats carried the salt to shore after harvesting, 
there it was piled into virtual mountains of the 
valuable mineral. After drying and grinding, 
the salt was loaded on ships which delivered it 
to Europe and other parts of the world. Mod- 
ern, less costly salt mining methods, plus the 
discovery of underground salt mines elsewhere 
made ocean salt farming with its long hours of 
hard physical labor an unprofitable enterprise. 
Part of the pond has been filled in to provide 
new building space and a fine new road facili- 
tating traffic movement in Philipsburg. New 





land dredged from the Salt Pond provides space 
for the annual Carnival Village and for the 
Little -League Baseball Field. St. Maarten’s 
Carnival is held the last two weeks in April cul- 
minating in big parades and jump-ups on April 
30, the designated birthday for the Dutch 
queen. 


MAHO REEF AND BEACH RESORT. . . was 
constructed in the late 1960’s and overlooks 
beautiful Maho Bay. A completely modern 
hotel with casino and tennis club, the Maho 
Reef also offers home-away-from-home 
living in one of the Maho Reef’s affiliated 
villas. The mountainous island with (usually) a 
cap of clouds at its peak, across Maho Bay is 
Saba. Sometimes you see it, sometimes you 
don’t, but it’s there. 
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THE ‘‘SMALL”’ PIER across from the Philips- 
burg Court House-Post Office is a disembark- 
ing point for cruise passengers from the large 
ships anchoring out in Great Bay. Recently 
improved, the Small Pier incorporates St. 
Maarten’s World War II monument and the 
tourist office where we’ll try to think of all the 
answers if you’ll think up all the questions. 





FRONT ‘STREET (lower left) . . leads to 
Shopping, with a capital ‘‘S’’, and Supping and 
Sailing . . . from the Square in both directions 
to the Great Bay Marina (right hand photo) 
you’ll find more shops and restaurants than 
you can shake a proverbial stick at. Great Bay 
Marina at the head of town is the yachtsman’s 
depot, it’s fun to sit at Chesterfield’s and watch 
the boats go by. 











LITTLE BAY BEACH HOTEL (right) and 
BEL AIR HOTEL (left) . . . share the golden 
sands of the little bay separated from the big 
bay by a strip of land occupied by the historic 
ruins of Ft. Amsterdam. It was on the hill 
above Little Bay that Peter Stuyvesant lost his 
leg, remember him? Little Bay Beach Hotel has 
welcomed guests for over twenty years and 
offers all resort facilities including tennis and 
the island’s oldest casino. Bel Air is new and 
handsome and already making a name for 
itself. 


FORT AMSTERDAM... 
for centuries the guardian 
of Great Bay and environs. 
Can you imagine 

how it must have been 
when that cannon was new 
and tall-masted ships 
sailed into the bay? 

Friend or foe? 

This is where the 
distinction was made. = 







































THE FRANGIPANI...the island provides 
hospitable conditions for all tropical plants. 
You’ll see an abundance of coralita (the 
pretty pink flowering parasitic vine that 
grows on walls and fences and lots of other 
things), bougainvillea, hibiscus, crotons, dief- 
fenbachia, aloe, candlebushes, laburnum, 
poinsettias, gout plants, castor bean plants, 
cacti (including the night-blooming cereus 
and turk’s head cactus), solandra and alla- 
manda, snow-on-the-mountain (like the poin- 
settia it blooms at Christmas) and, as we 
say on the island, many others too numerous 
to mention. Limes, bananas, plantains, 
cashews, tamarinds, sour sops and breadfruit 
are all good to eat, and truck gardens do 
very well. As for our fauna, you'll see 
cows, goats, donkeys, mongooses, and our 
harmless and helpful gecko lizards — they 
eat insects! 


GREAT BAY BEACH HOTEL...located, 
of course, on Great Bay in Philipsburg, 
the Great Bay Hotel is at the ‘‘foot of 
town’’. One turns right instead of left at 
the Longwall Road entrance to one-way 
Front Street. This modern hostelry looks 
out to the sweep of Great Bay toward 
Pointe Blanche on the one side and to 
Fort Amsterdam from the other side. A 
large, handsome pool and casino add to its 
attractions. Great Bay Beach Hotel was 
opened in the 1970’s. At night, viewed from 
anywhere in the Philipsburg area, its golden 
lights turn Great Bay Beach Hotel into a 
visual Shangri La. 


CAY HILL ROAD offers a fine vantage point 
. .. the road that leads from Philipsburg to the 
airport and/or Marigot provides a splendid 
view of Simpson Bay and the Lowlands, even 
of Saba on the horizon. An excellent place to 
take photographs. Off-street parking is pro- 
vided. Please note the long wide runway at 
Juliana Airport and the boats in the Simpson 
Bay lagoon. 





RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THINGS are 
two of our newer hostelries, HOLLAND 
HOUSE and the ST. MAARTEN BEACH 
CLUB. Holland House on the left can be iden- 
tified by its bright blue awnings and its Dutch 
Treat dining area and pool; St. Maarten Beach 
Club, situated on both sides of Front Street, 
boasts a casino and the Fandango Restaurant. 
Other Philipsburg Hotels include two of the 
oldest, Pasanggrahan at the head of town and 
the Sea View, with casino, toward the foot of 
town. 











SIMPSON BAY is the focal point of St. Maar- 
ten’s boat-building industry. Sleek catamarans 
take shape on its shore, and if you are lucky 
you will be present at a launching when a hun- 
dred or so volunteers move a new hull into the 
lagoon — real man power. Island Water World 
in the lagoon caters to the boating set. 
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CUPECOY BEACH CLUB HOTEL is set on 
the cliffs overlooking the turquoise Caribbean 
and offers rooms and suites. Located on a 
superb beach, it is new and elegant. Its condo- 
miniums house some famous faces and you 
never know who you’ll run into on this island. 
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OYSTER POND .. . a fantastically beautiful 
area that includes the Oyster Pond Yacht Club 
and some of the island’s most beautiful homes. 
(Other striking residences may be seen at Guana 
Bay, in the Lowlands and elsewhere but they 
are all private homes, please, and should be 
visited only by invitation). The drive to Oyster 
Pond is a spectacular one, the modern road 
climbing and dipping until every view is more 
breathtaking than before. 


THE FLAMBOYANT TREE... . 
also called the 
ROYAL POINCIANA 
(Delonix regia) 

is an umbrella-shaped 
low-branching 

tree which grows to 
sixty feet in height. 

It is famed 

for its livid red 

and yellow blooms 

in summer, 

is mostly 

bare in winter 

except for its 

pods which measure 
some two feet 

in length. 

So, if you 

want to see 

the Flamboyant 

in bloom, 

come in 

the summer — 

St. Maarten/St. Martin 
is much warmer 

than cold places 

in winter 

and cooler than 

hot places in summer. 


If you get vertigo, take the low road, called the 
new old road (that may not make sense to you, 
but it does to us). To the right of the exclusive 
Oyster Pond Yacht Club is the 155-room Dawn 
Beach Hotel, new and nice. Just beyond Oyster 
Pond in the other direction the island turns 
French and that hotel is called Coralita. Oyster 
Pond is a secluded area for people who like 
seclusion. 
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Many a green isle needs must be 
in the deep wide sea of misery, 
or the mariner, worn and wan 
Never thus could voyage on. 


Shelley 





THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
in SIMPSON BAY ... 
because of the new 
airport bypass road, 
the village of 

Simpson Bay remains 
its serene self. 

Visitors from 

earlier times 

will recall a 

succession of 
“‘sleeping policemen”’ 
in Simpson Bay 
village. 

“‘Sleeping policemen”’ 
are dips or 

humps in the road 
designed to 

slow traffic. 


ST. MARTIN of TOURS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
in PHILIPSBURG ... 
also well represented 

on the island 

are the Methodists 
whose interesting 

old church on 

Front Street, 

beyond the 

Oranje School, 

is well worth seeing. 

St. Martin/St. Maarten’s 
spiritual needs 

are served also 

by the Baptist Church, 
the Anglican Church, 

the Seventh Day Adventists, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, 

the Church of God 

of Prophecy 

and several other 
fundamentalist sects. 





MARIGOT, CAPITAL OF FRENCH ST. 
MARTIN .. . Set beside fait a peindre Marigot 
Bay, Marigot features several quality shops and 
restaurants. Hotels with a French flair include 
th PLM St. Tropez, the Port Royale and the Le 
Pirate. High on the hill overlooking the town 
are the ruins of Fort Marigot (sixteenth cen- 
tury) and the official residence of the represent- 
ative of France, the Sous-Prefet. One can 
easily climb to the top of Fort Marigot, the view 
is fine. 


LA SAMANNA HOTEL. . . 
only a few years old, 
nevertheless, its white 
Moorish buildings perched 
on the shore of splendid 
Baie Longue (Long Bay) 
look very much at home. 

La Samanna, 

located in the 

French Terres Basses 

(the Lowlands) area of the 
island is nothing if not 
quietly elegant. Beautiful 
beach, pool, tennis and a 
reputation for good food go 
along with it. La Samanna’s 
guest register includes such 
names as Jackie Onassis and 
Richard Nixon (at different 
times, we might add). 
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Simply drive to government house’s parking 
lot, a sign (in French, of course) will show you 
the way. The Sous—Prefet is appointed; the 
mayor and his council are elected. The mairie 
(mayor’s office) is located in the center of town 
in the Hotel De Ville (town hall) behind the 
Palais de Justice (court house). St. Martin is 
part of the French Overseas Province (Depart- 
ment) of Guadeloupe. On the Dutch side, the 
lieutenant-governor is appointed, the island 
council elected. 
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A PART OF THE DAY’S CATCH .. . on the 
market in Marigot you find the treasures of the 
sea and all sorts of tropical fruits and vege- 
tables that you’ll be pleased to eat, perhaps this 
very night in your favorite dining spot. 


PLM-ST. TROPEZ HOTEL is on the beach 
just out of Marigot. PLM, the well-known 
French hotel people keep things going in a man- 
ner tres Francaise, there’s a pool and tennis and 
a discoteque. You’ll imagine yourself on the 
Riviera, only better (Mediterranean sand is 
brown, ours is fine and white). 











GRAND CASE’S FINE SAND BEACH and its 
gentle surf make this a popular bathing area, 
popular — but never crowded as is the case with 
so many island beaches. The Grand Case Beach 
Club faces the wide sweep of the bay, behind it 
nestles the sequestered Petite Plage, first-rate 
accommodations much in demand. The island 
you see across Grand Case Bay is Anguilla. 


THE VILLAGE OF GRAND CASE... oncea 
fishing and salt-farming settlement, this pic- 
turesque village is located some four miles (six 
kilometers, a kilometer is 5/8 of a mile) beyond 


Marigot. Along its Main street are several inter- 
esting examples of old West Indian architec- 
ture. Grand Case (pronounced Grand Cass) is 
famous for its many fine restaurants — over 
twenty at last count. A long-established shop 
PIERRE LAPIN makes custom clothes and 
features an ART GALLERY. It’s in the middle 
of the village at the sign of the rabbit. Just out 
of Grand Case, on the road to French Cul de 
Sac and Orleans, is a small French airport, 
l’Esperance. Air Guadeloupe flies out of 
Esperance to St. Barth’s and points south. 
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LA BELLE CREOLE ... all that remains enough. The imaginative construction, all 
of a ‘“‘grand passion’’, a fantastic dream rock and wrought iron and huge windows 
. . . looking across Marigot Bay to Pointe looking out to sea, gives indication of what 
de Pierres 4 Chaux, it’s impossible to miss might have been. Most visitors come away 
what looks like the ruins of a Mediterranean with a feeling of sorrow — will it ever be 
town. La Belle Creole was to have been finished, they ask? No one seems to know, 
the most elegant hotel in the Caribbean. but everyone answers, ‘‘We hope so.”’ 
Conceived by Claudius Phillippe, formerly 

with the Waldorf-Astoria, construction on 


on 


NS, 


La Belle Creole was started in the early THE FRIENDLY ISLE HAS AN ALIAS... 
1960’s but despite the fact that millions THE BEACH ISLAND and we do have beauti- 
(literally) of dollars were spent, it was never ful beaches. Here is proof positive of same. 
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THE BUSTLING FRENCH CAPITAL .. 
especially on Saturday mornings when it’s 
market day. You can buy anything from a 
fresh-from-the-water fish to the finest 
Parisian imports in Marigot. English spoken, 
dollars cheerfully accepted, but you are in 
France! 


ST. MAARTEN 


THE BORDER MONUMENT . 
over 300 years of peace (and 1 no customs) 
on half Dutch and half French St. Maarten/ 
St. Martin. 
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LITTLE BAY BEACH HOTEL began its hon- 
orable existence with 20 cottages on the hillside 
and room for less than fifty persons. It’s much 
bigger now but still retains that ‘one big family’ 
atmosphere. 
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BEL AIR HOTEL, yet another 
beachy, peachy place to stay. 
When we say we’re a beach 
island, we aren’t kidding. 
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PLEASURE BOATS IN MARIGOT BAY 

. . some pronounce it Mary-go and some 
pronounce it Mary-got. Either way, it’s the 
unique French capital. 





Marigot is port for island boats, Carib- 
bean freighters, an occasional naval 
ship, elegant yachts and St. Martin- 
Anguilla ferries. There are several of 
the latter making quick trips to the lit- 
tle British island throughout the day. 
Take along a passport or identifica- 
tion, you’ll be in a new country. Other 
islands to visit, Saba, Statia and St. 
Barth’s by boat or plane. 
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PHILIPSBURG’S GREAT BAY as seen from the far end of the A.C. Wathey pier. 


THE WORLD WAR II MONUMENT at the Small Pier in Philipsburg. 
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THE MAISON MARU SAILS PAST THE sign up for boat trips at their respective hotels. 


MAHO REEF RESORT... one of the island’s 
many charter craft, the Maison Maru makes BEACHES and yet more BEACHES .. . this 
daily around-the-island tours. Visitors can one is at PLM-St. Tropez. 











es es -  , - Pies 


DRIVING SOUTH TO FRENCH QUARTER 
from Grand Case. French Quarter is an 


and nate for Orleans. SEAGRAPES FRAME THE SURF 
in a view from Belle Creole. 
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DAWN BEACH is aptly named for you can 
watch the sun come up over the sea at this new 





hotel and the moonlight’s pretty spectacular, THROUGH THESE PORTALS .. . the 
too. Accommodations include 155 rooms and entrance to the Great Bay Beach Hotel and 
villas. casino. 
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WHY DOES THE GOAT CROSS THE 
ROAD? To get on the other side? St. 
Maarten/St. Martin has a sizable goat pop- 


ulation — or is this a sheep? If the tail goes SPEAKING OF FINE SAND BEACHES 
up, it’s a goat; down, it’s a sheep. Or, is . . . please note this sample on Philipsburg’s 
it vice versa? Great Bay beach in the center of town. 
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GOVERNMENT OFFICES and HOME OF 
THE SOUS—PREFET in Marigot. At the 


top is the remains of Fort Marigot. SAILBOAT SEEN FROM LA SAMANNA 


. would you rather be on the terrace or 
on the boat? 
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FLAGS FLY 

at LITTLE BAY... 
the American, 

the Antillean 

and Dutch ensigns 
welcome visitors. 


SHERATON 
MULLET BAY’S 
GOLF COURSE... 
because we can be 
an arid island, 
greens like this 

take some kind 

of miracle. 

Fore! 
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MARIGOT’S 
NINETEENTH CENTURY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH... 

up the hill 

to the right 

is the 

French 

government building 
and the hospital. 


Lagoon and Pond at 
SHERATON MULLET 
BAY HOTEL 
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MARIGOT’S BEACH . . . PLM/St. Tropez 
Hotel can be seen in the background. 


WHITE SEA BIRDS FLY from Morne Rond 
. .. that’s Marigot across the cobalt water. 





iH 


Colourful Bougainvillea at 
RA . .. AND NO BEACH ISLAND STORY IS 
CORALIT* BEACH HOTEL, COMPLETE without the unposed picture 
of a pretty girl, turquoise water and golden sand. 














QUESTIONS and ANSWERS 


Yes, you can drink the water. Both sides of the 
island have modern desalinazation plants and 
cistern water is treated periodically, but please 
don’t waste it.! 


When mailing cards and letters, use Dutch 
stamps on the Dutch side, French stamps on the 
French side. Send anything airmail unless 
you’re willing to wait two or three months for 
surface delivery. 









Both sides of the island have been installing 
new, ultra modern telephone systems. Tele- 
phone service is first rate from any phone with 


direct dialing available on both sides. 


Several car rental firms offer excellent trans- 
portation for hire. To really learn a bit about 
the island, at least one trip is a must. Please 
drive extra carefully if you don’t know the terri- 
tory. Right-hand drive; U.S. or International 
Driver’s licenses valid. 


If you bring along any electrical accessories, 
check with your hotel or place of residence as to 
whether current is 110 (U.S. current) or 220 
(European). 


Charter boating is readily available with several 
choices of sail and/or power craft for rent with 
or without crew. See the charter boat reserva- 
tion desk at your hotel. Charter boats will take 
you around the island or to other islands — 
great fun. Fishing charters available, too. 


Prices quoted in shops are usually in the coin of 
the realm (Guilders on the Dutch side and 
Francs on the French side) and often in dollars 
as well. 


Menu choices (we have so many good restau- 
rants) include Dutch, Indonesian (rysttafel, for 
instance, that means rice table), Creole (spicy 
but not hot), traditionai French, Italian, 
American, Chinese, Vietnamese, international 


. everything from the most exotic to the 
simplest. Explore our many and varied restau- 
rants. We can’t name them all but among the 
tried and true are Chesterfield’s, West Indian 
Tavern, Antoine’s, Pinocchio’s, Portofini, 
L’Escargot, Cafe Royal in Philipsburg; La 
Calanque, La Vie en Rose, David’s, Le Santal, 
La Maison sur le Port, Chez Lolotte and Chez 
Rene in Marigot; La Nacelle, the Fish Pot, 
L’Escapade, Rainbow, Chez Martine, Hoa 
Mai, Java, Sebastian’s in Grand Case; La 
Rhumerie in Colombier, Mark’s Place in 
French Cul de Sac, Le Pavillion in Simpson Bay 
and Bilbouquet in Pointe Blanche. 


Just as it’s hard to list restaurants, it’s difficult 
to keep up with the shops, some of these come 
and go it seems almost overnight. Those who 
have been around long enough to prove they 
must be doing something right include Spritzer 
and Fuhrman and Little Switzerland (both 
having shops in Philipsburg and Marigot), the 
New Amsterdam Store, Shipwreck Shops on 
Front Street and in all major hotels and Wind- 
ward Islanders on upper Front Street. Incident- 
ally, when we say duty free we mean duty free 
since we pay no duty it doesn’t get passed on to 
the customer, you. 


In Marigot, Printemps and Vendome have been 
pleasing customers for many a year as have 
Pierre Lapin in Grand Case. Among the more 
unusual hotel shops are Lord and Hunter at 
Dawn Beach and Belair Hotel and the Cabana 
at the PLM-St. Tropez. ~ 


Hospitals and doctors. . . both Philipsburg and 
Marigot provide hospital service and good doc- 
tors can be promptly found for any health 
problem. In Philipsburg, St. Rose Hospital is 
on Front Street, about three-quarters of the 
way along on the right side. In Marigot, the 
hospital is on the road to government house, 
you’ll see the sign on the main road just past the 
corner. 
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Police . . . questions will be courteously 
answered, any problems dealt with by the 
Dutch police (headquarters on Back Street 
behind the Post Office) or the French Gen- 
darmes, headquarters in Marigot just across the 
street from the Banques des Antilles Francaises. 
Speaking of banks, there are two on the French 
side (the above and the Banque Commerciale 
Francaises) and five on the Dutch side, (Wind- 
ward Islands Bank, Bank of Nova Scotia, Bar- 
clays and the A.B.N. in Philipsburg and Chase 
Manhattan at Sheraton Mullet Bay). They are 
open five days a week until 1 p.m. On Fridays 
they open again from 4 to 5 p.m. 


In or around the water, please remember the 
basic rules of water safety. Our beaches are 
fine, our oceans are kind but those who live 
here have learned to respect the sea because it’s 
bigger than any of us. 


Yes, our tradewinds keep us cool almost all the 
time, keep the humidity low. But keep in mind 
that our sun is HOT and can burn the unwary. 
Even on a cloudy day (seldom do we have an 
entire cloudy day) care should be taken. We 
want you to have a perfect vacation. 


Although almost all eliminated, there are trees 
called the machineel with a poisonous apple- 
like fruit. Don’t eat anything strange until 
you’ve checked with someone who lives on the 
island. 


Holidays. .. it isn’t surprising that St. Maarten/ 
St. Martin marks many holidays, Dutch holi- 
days, French holidays, religious holidays, uni- 
versal holidays. Starting with December 31 (Old 
Year’s Day) and January 1 (New Year’s Day), 
we celebrate all the Easter observances (includ- 
ing some that even the most religious visitor 
might have to look up), Labor Day (the interna- 
tional May 1), two Mother’s Days (the usual 
plus the French Mother’s Day, a couple of Sun- 
days hence), Bastille Day (July 14, in Marigot 
and a second Bastille Day a week later in Grand 
Case), St. Martin’s Day (November 11), 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve and Day, 
Boxing Day (borrowed from the English) and 
others we’ve no doubt left out. French carnival 
activities coincide with Ash Wednesday and 
Lent while Dutch carnival is designed around 
the Queen’s birthday, April 30. Jewish high 
holidays are marked here by the Jewish com- 
munity. Indian fete days are observed, likewise, 
by the East Indians living on the island. 
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ISLAND ARTIST ROLAND RICHARDSON 
has won an international reputation. The 
sketch above represents but one facet of his 
many talents. His home is in Orleans. While in 
Grand Case live the MARTIN LYNN family. 
Husband Marty is a sculptor» wife Gloria and 
sons Robbie and Peter are artists. Work by all 
of these and others may be seen in the Art 
Gallery at Pierre Lapin in Grand Case. 
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